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NEWS RELEASE

GUGGENHEIM FOUNDATION AND HEIRS
OF RUSSIAN ARTIST KAZIMIR MALEVICH
AMICABLY RESOLVE OWNERSHIP OF
WORK IN PEGGY GUGGENHEIM
COLLECTION

(NEW YORK, NY - February 8, 2010)—Richard Armstrong, Director, Solomon
R. Guggenheim Foundation and Museum, and the heirs of the great Russian
Suprematist artist, Kazimir Malevich (1878-1935), announced today an amicable
settlement agreement regarding the ownership of the artist’s work Untitled (ca.
1916), a painting that Peggy Guggenheim acquired in 1942. The terms of the
settlement are confidential.

Mr. Armstrong noted, “The foundation is pleased to have reached an agreement
with the heirs of Kazimir Malevich concerning the painting Untitled, a work that
is a cornerstone of the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in Venice. The settlement
ensures that this masterpiece will remain in the Peggy Guggenheim Collection so
that the public will continue to have the opportunity to see it.” Philip Rylands,
Director, Peggy Guggenheim Collection, added, “Peggy Guggenheim’s
collection, thanks to her foresight and the Guggenheim Foundation’s stewardship,
continues to be a major document of the history of twentieth-century collecting. It
is gratifying that the foundation has been able, thanks to this agreement, to fulfill
its mission to keep the collection fully intact.” A Malevich spokesperson said, “It
is a tribute to all of the parties that we were able to find a fair solution to such a
complicated problem. The Malevich family is gratified that this matter has been
resolved in a way that acknowledges Malevich’s legacy and his contributions to
the history of twentieth-century art and keeps his artwork on public display for all
to see and cherish at the Peggy Guggenheim Collection in Venice.”

The Malevich work in question was one of a group of approximately seventy
paintings, drawings, and architectural models that comprised a retrospective of the



artist’s work held in Berlin in 1927. Just one month into the exhibition, Malevich
was compelled to return to the Soviet Union and was subsequently unable to
return to Germany. Malevich died in Leningrad in May 1935. Many of the
paintings from the 1927 Berlin exhibition consequently spent the greater part of
the twentieth century in museums closely associated with the artist’s legacy, but
due to the political circumstances in the Soviet Union, questions regarding their
ownership could not be resolved until after the fall of the Iron Curtain. Through
their publication and exhibition, these works became a main source of information
about Malevich’s oeuvre. Ownership questions have arisen in recent years with
regard to certain works by Malevich, and the artist’s family has worked with
several museums, including the Guggenheim, to resolve these issues. This effort
has resulted in agreements between Malevich’s heirs and the museums pursuant
to which a number of works have been returned to the heirs, while others have
remained in the collections of the museums for the enjoyment of the public.

Beginning February 19, 2010, the Guggenheim will present Malevich in Focus:
1912-1922, an exhibition that reunites six important works by Malevich last
exhibited together in the 1927 retrospective in Berlin. The exhibition includes
Untitled, from the Peggy Guggenheim Collection, and Morning in the Village
after Snowstorm (1912), a Cubo-Futurist work that entered the collection of the
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in 1952. The other four paintings, Desk and
Room (1913), Painterly Realism of a Football Player (Football Match) (1915),
Suprematism, 18th Construction (1915), and Suprematist Painting (Black Cross
and Red Oval) (1920-22) were received by the heirs of Kazimir Malevich from
Amsterdam following a settlement between the heirs and the city in 2008, which
resolved claims asserted by the heirs.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
#1152
February 8, 2010

Eleanor Goldhar, Deputy Director and Chief of Global Communications
Betsy Ennis, Director, Media and Public Relations

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum

Phone: 212 423 3840

E-mail: pressoffice@guggenheim.org

For the Heirs, their Attorneys:

Lawrence M. Kaye, Herrick, Feinstein LLP
Phone: 212 592 1410
E-mail: lkaye@herrick.com

Howard N. Spiegler, Herrick, Feinstein LLP
Phone: 212 592 1444
E-mail: hspiegler@herrick.com



